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Wolverines in Western Wyoming

Abstracl
New records of the wolverine (.Gulo g l,o> from western Wyoming during the lxst two decades
suggesr a popularion intrease for r}is region.

Ahhough the wolverine is considered rare and is protected by \Tyoming Game and Fish
Department (1977), its status io western Wyoming remains uncertain ( S/eaver and
Clark 1979). This note reviews historical literature and presents 50 new wolverine reports
(Fig. 1) for western Wyomi[g, not iocludiog Yellowstone Natiooal Park.

According to Coues (1877:4!), "!4r. C. Hatt Merriam . . . proc-ured a specimen oo
the Yellowstooe River, ri7yoming, in August, 1872." Thomas (1952) srates that a
Mr. I7. H. Hill treed with dogs and shot a male wolverine in January 1899 neat Kendall,
\fyoming. Long (1965) listed only eight additional reports for 1900-1960, all from
nolthwestern Wyoming. Houstoo (1978) recorded 27 wolverioe reports in and immedi-
ately adjacent to Yellowstone National Park 1970-1978. Winter distriburion of
'wolverioes in the Park generally coincided with ungulate wi[rer raoges where carriqn
was available.

N7e compiled recent lepolts from 1) field interviews vrith outfitters and other
backcountry users during summer atd fall, 1977 -1979; 2 ) telephone interviews with and
v/fiften inquiries of trappers, huoters, outfitters; and orher experienced backcounuy
usels; and 3) recotds of lTyoming Game aod Fish Department (VGF), Grand Teton
National Park ( GTNP ) , and Bridger-Teton National Forest ( BTNF ) . Reports were
evaluated according to the reliability of the observer, conditions of rhe observation, and/
or the quality of detail provided. Numerous repofts were omitted from this nore for
lack of detail, but all examined fell within the geographic alea delioeated herein De-
tails of reports are available from the authors.

LPrc:ent address: M;ner Route, Emigrant, Montana 59027.
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Figure 1. Incation and year of 50 new wolverine reporrs in wesrern lvyomrng. Open citcles indi-
cate solitary animals; shadcd cjr(|er, rwo oi more wolverines auruajjt a f^amily).

\Tolverines occurred throughout the major mountain ranges of wesrero S?yoming
(Fig. 1), including areas fa,rther south rhan previously reponed. The apparen rncre?se
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r
of repofts may feflect increased human use of remote areas, an extension of wolvetine
range, or both. \i/e concur with Houstcrn (1978) that the ban on poisons for predator
cootrol on Federal laods ( Executive Order No. 11643) should benefit carrion-feeders
such as the wolvefine.

Acknowledgments
\7e thank personnel of the I7GF, GTNP, and BTNF for providing reports. Information
was gathered during research funded by Boone and Crockett Club, BTNE National
Rifle Association, aod Nofthwest Scientific Association.

Literature Cited
Ciues, E. 1877. Fur-bearing animals: a moaogtaph of North Ametican Mustelidae. . . . U.S. GeoL

Surv. Terr., Misc. Publ. No. 8.
Houston, D. B. 1978 (Rev.). Cougar and wolvetine io Yellowstone National Patk. Res. Note No. 5.

Yeilowstone National Park.
long, C. A. 1965. The mammals of \fyomins, pp. 493'758 ;n Uni\. of Kansas Publ. V. 14, No. 18.

Lawrence, Kans.
Thomas, E. M. 1952. The fur-bearing mammals o{ $tyoming-the common wolverine. lfyoming

\$lildl. 16:24-21.rt/eaver, J. L., and T. I0. Clark. 1979. Mammals, pp. 61-7 6 h, ^1. \F. Clark aod R. D. Doln ( eds. ) ,
Rare and endangered vascular plants and vertebrrtes of vyomiog. Biora Publ., Jackson, s7yo.

\fyoming Game and Fish Depanment- 1977. Current status aod inventory of wildlife in Wyoming.'Wyo. came and Fish Dept. Cheyenne.

Receiued luly 2, 1980
Accepted. for publication April 8, 1981

Wolverines in V/estern Wyoming 161


