Title: The Influence of Fall Storms on Nest Densities of Geese and Eiders on the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta of Alaska

Description: The Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta of Alaska is a globally important region for numerous avian species including millions of migrating and nesting waterbirds.  Climate change effects such as sea level rise and increased storm frequency and intensity have the potential to impact waterbird populations and breeding habitat.  In order to determine the potential impacts of these climate-mediated changes, we investigated both short-term and long-term impacts of storm surges to geese and eider species that commonly breed on the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  
To do this, we used 29 years of ground-based surveys conducted as part of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s long-term waterbird monitoring program along with flood indices modeled for 10 of the largest storms since the 1990s.  We will discuss the results of this project, as well as potential limitations and suggested paths forward.


14 Oct 2015
In room: Sarah Saalfeld, Erik Osnas (FWS MBM), Craig Ely (USGS ASC), Julie Michelson (FWS NWI), Jennifer Spegon (FWS AFO), Bradley Bales/Sara Evans-Peter/Tom Rothe (Pacific Birds Habitat JV), Joel Reynolds
[bookmark: _GoBack]Remote: Torre Joregenson (Ecoscience), Alaska Sealife Center, Dan Ruthrauff (USGS ASC), John Warzybok (FWS), John Pearce (USGS ASC), Kathy Kelsey (UAA), Paul Flint (USGS ASC), Ray Born (Yukon Delta NWR), Ryan Choi (?) 
